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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northallerton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Todd  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  this 
district  for  the  year  1955. 

The  first  section  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  vital  statistics.  The  birth 
rate  continued  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  whole 
country  (18-9  per  1000  population  compared  with  15-0  per  1000).  The 
death  rate  was  higher  than  the  national  figure  and  unfortunately  the  infantile 
mortality  was  34-8  compared  with  24-9  per  1000  live  births  for  England 
and  Wales.  This  increase  from  0  last  year  was  caused  by  the  death  of 
4  infants  under  1  year.  However  in  a  small  community  there  can  be  wide 
variations  in  the  rate  without  any  special  significance  being  attached  to 
the  fluctuations. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  does  not  call  for  any  special  comment 
but  I  should  be  failing  in  my  duty  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  if  I  did  not 
draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  question  of  slum  clearance.  There  are 
in  the  Urban  District  approximately  150  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation  in  accordance  with  the  nationally  agreed  standards  of  fitness. 
Only  an  energetic  programme  of  demolition  and  rebuilding  will  remove 
this  problem  and  I  urge  the  Council  to  treat  the  matter  with  a  sense  of 
urgency.  At  the  best,  many  years  will  elapse  before  all  the  property  can 
be  dealt  with.  At  the  present  rate  of  progress,  this  problem  will  be  unsolved 
a  generation  hence. 

Finally  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  and 
officials  of  the  Council  for  the  help  and  support  I  have  received  from  them 
during  the  year. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  L.  COTTON, 

Medical  Offi  cer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


(a)  General  Statistics. 

Position  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Latitude  54°  20'  N. 

Longitude  1°  26'  W. 

Elevation  above  sea  level  (Mean)  .  .  .  .  125  feet 

Rainfall  (average)  Oakdale  gauge  .  .  26  inches 

Area  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3,653  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resi¬ 
dent  Population  mid  year  1955)  .  .  .  .6,080 

Population  (1931  census)  ..  ..4,787 

Population  (1951  census)  ..  ..  ..6,087 

Net  increase  of  Resident  Population  (mid  1954- 
mid  1955)  ..  ..  ..60 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (1931)  ..  ..1,215 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (1955)  ..  ..2,138 

Rateable  value  of  district  (April  1956)  .  .  .  .£79,565 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  .  .  .  .  .  .£300 


(b)  Vital  Statistics. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rates  per  1,000 
Home  Population 

Local 

England 
&  Wales 

i  Births. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

63 

48 

Hl\ 

18*9 

15-0 

— Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4/ 115 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

0 

0 

0\ 

— Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Of  0 

0* 

23-1* 

ii  Deaths. 

All  causes 

39 

49 

88 

14-5 

11*7 

Maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

0* 

0-64* 

Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

0 

... 

(under  2  years) 

iii  Infantile  Deaths. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year) 

All  infants 

2 

2 

4 

34*8f 

24-9f 

Legitimate  infants 

2 

2 

4 

36-Of 

-7 

Illegitimate  infants 

0 

0 

0 

-§ 

-§ 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

(all  ages) 

*  Rates  per  1,000  (live  and  still  )  births.  f  Rate  per  1.000  live  births, 

t  Rate  per  1,010  legitimate  births.  §  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 


CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infectious  and  Parasitic  diseases  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  disease 

4 

10 

14 

Cardio-vascular 

28 

25' 

53 

Pneumonia 

0 

9 

Lj 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Digestive  diseases 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases 

3 

6 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

Other  accidents 

1 

1 

9 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

Total  deaths  (all  causes) 

39 

49 

88 

POPULATION  TREND. 


1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Population 
(mid  year) 
Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

6,080 

18-9 

14-5 

6,020 

17-3 

10-1 

5,919 

16*9 

11-8 

5,809 

16-9 

13-1 

5,772 

20-0 

11-7 

5,750 

19-1 

12-5 

5,782 

19-4 

12-9 

5,498 

20-9 

10-0 

I  should  like  to  stress  the  importance  of  the  continued  increase  in 
population  with  regard  to  housing.  There  has  been  a  10%  increase  in 
the  last  seven  years  compared  with  the  natural  increase  in  population  of 
approximately  3%  for  England  and  Wales  over  the  same  period.  This 
population  pressure  not  only  accentuates  the  normal  demand  for  council 
houses  but  it  also  means  a  continued  demand  for  unfit  houses.  In  an 
area  with  a  declining  population,  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  unfit  property 
to  be  vacated  by  natural  processes  :  in  an  area  with  a  growing  population 
this  never  happens. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the  above  Act 
which  gives  the  Council  power  to  remove  to  suitable  premises,  persons  who 
are  not  able  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons, 
adequate  care  and  attention. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  details  of  the  staff  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
The  Friarage  Hospital,  Northallerton. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council  supply  ambulance 
services  from  their  station  in  East  Road. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

Local  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  in  the  area  by  the  North¬ 
allerton  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  Regional 

Hospital  Board. 

In  addition  a  considerable  number  of  Northallerton  residents  are 
treated  in  Darlington  and  Middlesbrough  Hospitals. 

Nursing  in  the  homes. 

The  Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  County  Council,  with  the  day  to  day  administration 
dealt  with  by  the  Wensleydale  Area  Local  Health  Sub-Committee.  The 
staff  operating  in  the  Northallerton  area  comprises  two  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  and  one  Health  Visitor. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  day  to  day  administration 
again  being  dealt  with  by  the  Area  Sub-Committee,  through  the  Area  Medical 
Officer.  A  wholetime  equivalent  of  1  *4  homes  helps  was  employed  in  the 
area  and  a  total  of  3,108  hours  was  worked  during  the  year. 

SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

An  inquiry  was  held  in  June  1955  into  the  proposed  extensions  to  the 
sewage  works.  At  the  present  time  the  works  are  grossly  overloaded  and 
the  position  will  continue  to  deteriorate  as  the  town  continues  to  grow. 
Evidence  was  submitted  by  the  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board  as  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  nature  of  the  effluent  and  by  your  Medical  Officer  as  to  the  potential 
risk  to  health,  which  may  arise  if  the  works  continue  to  be  overloaded  for 
a  prolonged  period.  However  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment,  whilst  approving  the  Council’s  proposals  in  principle,  could  not 
agree  to  work  commencing  at  present  in  view  of  the  need  for  restriction 
in  public  expenditure. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Whilst  details  of  housing  are  to  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
section  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  very  commendable  figure  of 
72  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  I  wish  I  could  report  the 
same  progress  in  regard  to  slum  clearance.  Only  2  houses  in  one  clearance 
area  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  these  were  in  a  rural  part  of  the 
district. 


SECTION  E. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALANCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Infectious  diseases  notified 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Whooping  cough 

2 

1 

3 

Measles 

55 

48 

103 

Pneumonia 

0 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  fever  .  . 

0 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

1 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .  . 

— 

2 

9 

mJ 

Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

4 

The  measles  epidemic  in  the  period  April  to  July  was  the  prominent 
feature.  The  cases  of  paratyphoid  and  food  poisoning  were  isolated  cases. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child 
population  in  the  district  : — 

Age  Group  Immunised 

0—4  51% 

5—15  •  89% 

Smallpox  vaccination. 

Only  18%  of  the  children  born  during  the  year  were  notified  as  having 
been  vaccinated  against  smallpox  (26%  in  1954). 


8 


The  figure  for  diphtheria  immunisation  in  the  pre-school  group  is 
not  satisfactory  and  every  efFort  must  be  made  to  increase  the  number  of 
children  immunised  in  this  age-group.  Ideally  this  should  be  done  in  the 
first  year  of  life  and  parents  are  strongly  urged  to  have  this  done  either  by 
their  own  doctor  or  at  the  local  child  welfare  clinic.  Equally  depressing 
is  the  very  low  rate  of  vaccination.  Reactions  to  vaccination  are  minimal 
in  the  first  few  months  of  life  and  parents  are  asked  to  consult  their  own 
doctors  about  having  their  children  vaccinated  when  about  two  or  three 
months  old. 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955. 


Age  Group 

New  cases 

Dea 

ths 

Puli 

monary 

Non-Pu 

Imonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pu 

Imonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—14 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

.  0 

0 

1 5—24 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25—34 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35—44 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45—54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

54—64 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  + 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

i  o 

0 

There  were  26  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  2  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the  register  as  at  the  31st  December,  1955.  This 
gives  a  rate  of  4-61  cases  of  tuberculosis  per  1,000  population  as  compared 
with  3-99  at  the  31st  December,  1954. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1955. 


August,  1956. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Northallerton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Todd  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  my  tenth  annual  report  on  the  work  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  past  year. 

A  total  of  15  applications  were  received  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 
x\ct,  1949,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for  grants  to  improve 
and  modernise  dwelling  houses.  These  grants  give,  in  my  opinion,  a 
spendid  opportunity  to  owners  to  provide  satisfactory  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  and  at  the  same  time  save  houses  which  would  otherwise  fall  into 
disrepair. 

During  the  year  the  first  small  clearance  area  since  pre-war  days  was 
fully  dealt  with  and  the  houses  demolished.  There  are  a  number  of  similar 
type  of  properties  in  the  town  which  should  be  demolished  at  an  early  date. 

The  Ministry  of  Food,  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  upheld  the  Council’s 
decision  to  close  all  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  town.  The  Slaughter¬ 
house  controlled  by  the  Council  continued  to  be  used,  4,203  animals  were 
slaughtered  and  100%  post  mortem  examinations  of  the  carcases  and  offals 
were  carried  out.  A  more  detailed  description  will  be  seen  in  the  appropriate 
section. 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  support  that 
I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  Chief 
Officials  and  Staff  in  general. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  CORNICK. 


General  Sanitary  Work. 

249  Inspections  and  147  Re-inspections  of  premises  were  made  during 
the  year  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

187  Informal  notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
property  in  respect  of  328  nuisances  existing  thereon,  and  in  the  majority 
of  cases  these  were  abated  without  further  action  being  necessary. 

In  4  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices. 

8  notices  entailing  70  nuisances  outstanding  from  1954  were  complied 
during  1955. 
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1 24  notices  served  during  the  year  entailing  208  nuisances  were  complied. 

There  were  65  notices  entailing  127  nuisances  outstanding  at  the  end 
of  1955. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  was  278. 

Analysis  of  Inspections,  1955. 

Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts. 

Under  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  396 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

400 

Meat  and  Food. 

Public  Slaughterhouse  Day  Inspections  .  .  .  .  532 

Public  Slaughterhouse  Evening  Inspections  .  .  .  .  59 

Butchers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Fishmongers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Grocers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Ice  Cream  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 


656 

General  Sanitation. 

Investigation  of  Complaints  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  160 

Interviews  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  219 

Water  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  56 

Drain  Tests  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sewage  Works  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Bakehouses  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  5 

Licensed  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Refuse  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  805 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

1,219 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  .  .  2,475 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Improvements,  1955. 

Repairs  to  roofs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Repairs  to  Wall  Pointing,  Plaster  .  .  . .  .  .  18 

Repairs  to  R.W.P.  and  Eaves  gutters  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

Repairs  to  Chimneys,  Firegrates  and  ovens  . .  .  .  8 

Repairs  to  Windows,  Sash  Cords  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Repairs  to  Floors,  Stairs,  Doors  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Repairs  to  Yards  and  Outhouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  12 

Dirty  Houses  cleaned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Food  stores  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Dwellinghouses  demolished  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Bathrooms  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Artificial  Light  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Water  Supply. 

Insufficient  water  supply  to  houses  remedied  .  .  .  .  3 

Burst  pipes  and  taps  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Internal  water  supply  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Hot  Water  Systems  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Water  Closets  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  Closet  Compartments  repaired  cleaned  and  ventilated  8 

Water  Closet  Basins  and  Seats  renewed  .  .  .  .  5 

Dust  Bins  provided  and  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  69 

Drainage. 

Drainage  Systems  relaid  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Additional  gulleys  or  inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  9 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  and  trapped  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Obstructed  Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Internal  Sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Food  Premises. 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Repairs  to  Beer  Cellers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Floor  cleansed  or  relaid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  Supply  provided  .  .  .  ,  .  .  2 

Ceilings  and  Walls  Limewashed,  painted  or  re-plastered  .  .  1 

W.  C.  Compartments  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

New  Sinks  and  draining  boards  provided  .  .  .  .  1 

Extractor  Fan  fitted  .  ,  ,  ,  » »  » »  *  »  1 
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Factories. 

Indication  Boards  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Sanitary  Convenience  Doors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

W.  C.  Compartments  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Artificial  Lighting  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Miscellaneous. 

v 

Deposits  of  Refuse  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Dilapidated  Building  made  safe  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Poultry  Removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  for  1955  .  .  281 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Houses  erected  during  the  year.  With  Without 

Subsidy  Subsidy  Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  72  —  72 

( b )  By  Private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  —  20  20 

Total  .  .  92 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  200 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  .  .  347 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  2,138 

Number  of  houses  found — 

(1)  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  To  have  minor  defects  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

(3)  To  require  repairs  or  structural  alterations  .  .  .  .  186 

(4)  To  be  suitable  for  improvement  under  the  Housing  Act, 

1949,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954  .  .  12 

(5)  To  be  unfit  in  all  respects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  applications  received  under  Section  20  Housing  Act, 

1949,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  .  .  .  .  15 

Number  of  Grants  made  .  .  12 

Number  refused  .  .  3  withdrawn 

Number  pending  .  .  None 
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Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 


PART  A.  Clearance  Area  (Housing  Act,  1936  and  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954.) 


(1)  Land  coloured  pink  and  pink 

hatched  yellow 

(2)  Land  coloured  grey 


Num 
dwelling  hous 
in  the 

3er  of 

es  demolished 
period 

Number  of 
persons 
displaced 

Unfit  houses 

Other  houses 

2 

— 

9 

PART  B.  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas. 


Number  of 


Houses  demolished  or  closed  in  the  period 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Demolished  as  a  result  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  (Section  11) 

( b )  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 

taking  given  by  owners  under 
Section  11  and  still  in  force 

(c)  Part  of  building  closed  (Section  12) 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders 
under  Sections  3  (1)  and  3  (2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provision)  Act,  1953 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders 
under  Sections  10  (1)  and  11  (2) 


Plouses 

Persons  displaced 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

REPAIRS  in  the  period.  Number  of 

houses 

(4)  Llnfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  113 
remedied  during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by 

the  local  authority  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts — action  after  service  of  formal  notice 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

( b )  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  Nil 
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(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 — action  after  service  of  formal  notice 
(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16) 

Houses  made  fit 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(7)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  revoked  (Section  5)  .  .  . .  Nil 

PART  C.  Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents,  Act,  1954). 

Position  at  end  of  period 

(8)  (<2)  Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation  and 

approved  for  grant  under  Section  7  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a)  above  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  (Section  6)  .  .  Nil 

PART  D.  Purchase  of  houses  by  agreement. 

(9)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas,  other  than  those  included  in 

confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  period  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

The  problem  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Housing  Acts,  has  recently  been  considered  as  the  result  of  the  1954 
Housing  Act  which  required  Local  Authorities  to  submit  for  the  Minister’s 
approval  proposals  for  dealing  in  one  way  or  another  with  houses  which  are 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  150  such  houses  within  the  Urban  District 
and  the  Council  have  informed  the  Minister  that  these  will  be  demolished 
within  10  years  also  that  50  houses  will  be  demolished  within  5  years. 

The  majority  of  the  above  houses  are  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
and  fall  short  of  the  standard  of  fitness  for  human  habitation  as  is  deter¬ 
mined  in  section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1954. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  these  houses  will  be  demolished  at  a  very 
early  date  and  the  occupants  rehoused  in  modern  dwellings. 

Squatters  Hutments. 

The  remaining  two  ex-military  hutments  situated  at  Stone  Cross  were 
demolished  during  the  year  and  the  families  were  rehoused. 

Temporary  Dwellings  Priory  Close. 

There  are  now  only  three  families  occupying  the  above  dwellings. 
1 6  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  and  the  dwellings  were  demolished. 

The  Council  are  re-developing  the  area  concerned  and  building  bunga¬ 
lows  suitable  for  elderly  people. 

Although  I  am  pleased  to  see  these  dwellings  disaappear  I  feel  that 
it  should  be  recorded  that  these  temporary  dwellings  have  served  a  very 
useful  purpose  during  the  acute  housing  shortage. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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WATER  SUPPLY,  1955. 

During  the  year  1955  the  average  rainfall  registered  at  Oakdale  was 
24-33  inches. 


Month 

1943 

1947 

1950 

1954 

1955 

Average  for 
Osmotherley 
1881-1915 

inches 

inches 

inches 

inches 

inches 

inches 

January 

3-48 

2-50 

1-20 

2-56 

1-87 

1-68 

February 

•78 

•80 

3-42 

2-30 

2-14 

1-34 

March 

•37 

3-26 

•95 

1-78 

2-50 

1-85 

April 

1-15 

2-55 

2-70 

•26 

1-40 

1-68 

May 

2-70 

2-39 

1-48 

3*55 

2-35 

1-94 

June 

1-95 

1-82 

1-52 

3-03 

2-56 

2-17 

July 

M0 

3-45 

3-50 

2-32 

1-30 

2.78 

August 

3-35 

•19 

4-75 

8-00 

•49 

2-86 

September 

4*1 1 

2-17 

2-95 

1-88 

1-66 

1-92 

October 

1-86 

•52 

1-25 

4-55 

2-12 

2-98 

November 

2-74 

2-30 

5-75 

5*35 

2-94 

2-31 

December 

1  -30 

2-41 

2-45 

2-20 

3-00 

2-29 

Totals 

24-89 

24-36 

32-12 

37-78 

24-33 

25-80 

N.B.  The  last  column  indicates  the  35  years  average  of  a  rain  gauge  station  at 
Osmotherley  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  Oakdale  works — as  taken  from  the  records 
of  the  British  Rainfall  Organisation  and  are  included  for  comparison. 


The  inauguration  of  the  Cod  Beck  Reservoir  and  Osmotherley  Filter 
House  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Dugdale,  Bart.,  P.C.  M.P.,  took  place 
on  the  12th  December,  1953.  These  works  adequately  supply  water  in 
bulk  to  the  Northallerton  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  and  will 
provide  a  wholesome  supply  of  chlorinated  and  filtered  water. 

The  quality  of  the  water  was  generally  satisfactory  during  the  year  and 
300,000  gallons  of  water  are  consumed  in  Northallerton  daily. 

The  new  covered  service  reservoir  No.  3  came  into  use  on  the  18th 
January,  1954,  this  will  give  additional  water  storage  capacity  for  the  town. 

Further  extension  of  the  water  mains  were  made  for  the  supply  of  water 
to  Bullamoor  Road  Housing  Estate  and  duplication  of  main  in  Friarage 
Street. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  was  maintained  throughout  the 
district  except  some  outlying  premises,  this  work  is  gradually  increasing  due 
to  the  extension  of  new  houses.  The  service  now  includes  the  Bullamoor  and 
Hailstone  Moor  areas.  The  houses  in  this  outlying  portion  of  the  area 
receive  a  collection  of  refuse  every  three  weeks. 

The  Refuse  Collecting  vehicle  continues  to  give  good  service  and  this 
type  of  vehicle  is  a  great  advancement  with  regard  to  hygiene  than  the  old 
open  type  which  was  previously  used. 

The  refuse  tip  on  the  Yafforth  Road  continues  to  be  used,  the  tipping 
consists  of  crude  dumping  into  a  water  filled  disused  clay  pit.  Although 
this  is  not  an  ideal  method  of  disposal  every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  tip  in 
a  tidy  condition,  and  this  tip  should  be  available  for  the  deposit  of  refuse  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  surface  of  the  refuse  tip  is  covered  with  spent  bark 
wdiich  is  obtained  from  a  local  tannery,  and  the  bark  has  been  found  very 
useful  as  a  covering  material. 


SALVAGE. 

The  salvage  service  by  the  Council  resulted  during  the  year  in  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  the  following  quantities  of  waste  materials  : — 

tons  cwts.  qrts.  lbs. 

Mixed  waste  paper  80  8  0  0 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  only  extension  of  Public  sewers  during  the  year  was  on  the  Bulla¬ 
moor  Road  Housing  Estate. 

The  pumping  station  for  the  Mill  Hill  Private  blousing  Estate  gave 
good  service  during  the  year. 

The  brick  trunk  sewer  which  conveys  sewage  from  the  Brompton  Road, 
Friarage  Street  and  High  Street  areas  is  still  in  use.  This  gave  your  officials 
some  concern  when  the  sewer  collapsed  during  the  year  in  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  Wilson  &  Willoughby,  High  Street. 

The  state  of  this  sewer  will  always  give  cause  for  alarm  as  I  feel  that 
this  may  collapse  at  any  time,  therefore,  some  effort  should  be  made  to 
have  the  sewer  relaid  as  soon  as  possible.  This  will  no  doubt  be  a  major 
operation,  but  it  is  possible  for  the  sewer  to  be  laid  in  stages. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  milk  retailers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
as  follows  : — 

Dairies  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  .  .  8 

Milk  Special  Designations  Order.  1936. 

Eight  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  are  granted  Dealers  licences  for 
the  use  of  special  designations,  six  for  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  and  six 
for  “Pasteurised,”  also  two  for  supplementary  licences,  these  licences  are 
granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Ice  Cream — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  area  for  the  purpose  of  the 
sale  of  or  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  under  the  above  Act  is  as  follows — 

Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  .  .  2 

Dealers  of  Ice  Cream  .  .  .  .  18 

During  the  year  4  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Pathologist  for  Bacteriological  Examination.  The  results  of  these 
will  be  observed  below.  One  sample  proved  unsatifactory,  this  was  imme¬ 
diately  followed  up  and  a  satisfactory  result  obtained. 

Bacteriological  Analyses 

2  samples  Provisional  Grade  1. 

1  sample  Provisional  Grade  2. 

1  sample  Provisional  Grade  4 

Total  4  samples. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

On  the  29th  June,  1954,  the  Ministry  of  Food  ceased  to  be  responsible 
for  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  and  at  the  beginning  of  July  the  Local  Authority 
accepted  the  lease  of  the  two  slaughterhouses  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
made  them  available  as  Public  Slaughterhouses,  thus  ensuring  no  inter¬ 
ruption  of  meat  supplies  on  decontrol. 

Since  that  period  the  Local  Authority  have  extensively  altered  one  of 
the  Slaughterhouses  and  have  installed  overhead  runways,  electric  saw,  and 
an  electric  hoist,  this  has  eliminated  the  unsatisfactory  and  excessive  handling 
of  the  carcases  which  took  place  previously  and  has  provided  a  slaughterhouse 
with  cooling  hall  capable  of  hanging  40  carcases. 


» 
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T  he  Council  engaged  staff  to  carry  out  the  work  involved  in  a  slaughter¬ 
house,  this  staff  consists  of  a  slaughterman,  an  apprentice  and  one  labourer. 
The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  actual  slaughtering  of  the  animals  for 
which  a  suitable  charge  is  made,  they  dispose  of  all  the  offal  except  red 
offal. 

Following  the  Council’s  action  in  establishing  a  public  slaughterhouse 
applications  were  received  from  some  of  the  butchers,  for  opening  private 
slaughterhouses,  these  were  officially  refused  by  the  Council  and  objections 
were  subsequently  received. 

% 

The  Minister  of  Food  appointed  an  Inspector  to  hold  a  Public  Enquiry 
to  deal  with  the  objections  which  was  held  on  the  19th  January,  1955. 

As  the  result  of  the  enquiry  the  Minister  upheld  the  decision  of  the 
Council  to  close  the  private  slaughterhouses. 

Before  closing  this  section  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  work  of  the  Slaughter¬ 
house  Committee  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Councillor  L.  Prest.  This 
Committee  worked  extremely  hard  in  establishing  these  Public  Facilities 
which  as  the  time  passes  I  hope  will  prove  to  be  an  asset  to  the  town. 

The  charges  made  by  the  Council  are  as  follows  and  in  co-operation  with 
the  Butchers’  Association  these  prices  were  agreed  and  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Cattle 

19/- 

Sheep 

3/6 

Calves 

5/6 

Pigs  up  to  120  lbs. 

6/- 

120  lb.  to  200  lb.  .  . 

8/- 

over  200  lb. 

11/- 

Sows  and  boars  120  lb.  to  300  lb.  .  . 

13/- 

over  300  lb. 

17/- 

50%  increase  for  Sunday,  and  Bank  IToliday 
slaughtering. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1955. 
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Details  of  Whole  Carcases  Condemned  or  Destroyed. 


Carcase  and  Organs  of — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Sts. 

lbs. 

5  Cows 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

1 

* 

4 

6 

0 

1  Heifer 

5  5  5  5 

3 

0 

4 

1  Bullock 

5  5  5  5 

5 

4 

6 

1  Calf 

5  5  5  5 

1 

2 

0 

2  Pigs 

5  5  5  5 

3 

4 

12 

2  Cows 

Septicaemia 

10 

5 

3 

1  Calf 

5  5 

1 

9 

1  Sheep 

5  5 

2 

7 

i  Pig 

5  5 

1 

6 

11 

9  Sheep 

Moribund  Condition 

3 

1 

1 

1  Pig 

Fevered  Condition  . . 

6 

1 

1  Calf 

Pneumonia  and  Immaturity 

1 

7 

1  Calf 

Immaturity 

1 

6 

1  Calf 

Immaturity  and  Oedema 

2 

8 

1  Cow 

Johnes  and  Emaciation 

4 

6 

4 

1  Sheep 

General  Dropsy 

2 

2 

1  Sheep 

Septic  Mastitis 

3 

8 

1  Cow 

Uraemia 

5 

6 

11 

1  Pig 

Pyaemia 

1 

0 

2 

1  Pig 

Jaundice 

5 

0 

3  Sheep 

General  Oedema 

7 

10 

3 

9 

6 

0 

Summary  of  Carcases  and  Offals  Condemned. 

'Pons 

Cwts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

37  Carcases  and  Organs 

3 

9 

6 

0 

44  Bovine  Heads  and  Tongues 

11 

6 

4 

1  Sheep  Head  and  Tongue 

7 

16  Pigs  Heads  and  Tongues 

1 

3 

6 

88' Bovine  Lungs 

1 

3 

4 

0 

8  Sheep  Lungs 

1 

2 

77  Pigs  Lungs 

1 

3 

0 

23  Bovine  Livers 

15 

3 

0 

33  Sheep  Livers 

4 

10 

1 0  Pigs  Livers 

1 

6 

2  Bovine  Stomachs 

2 

12 

17  Bovine  Intestines 

1 

0 

7 

2 

68  Pigs  Intestines 

4 

2 

0 

1  Sheep  Intestines 

•  , 

7 

14  Sheep  Plucks 

•  * 

5 

0 
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20  Pigs  Plucks 
2  Bovine  Skirts 
5  Bovine  Hearts 
1  Pig  Heart 
22  Bovine  Udders 

20  Bovine  Portions  of  Fore  or  Hindquarters 
4  Sheep  Portions 
15  Pigs  Portions 


7  2 

4 

10 

2 

2  6  0 

11  5  11 

5  7 

4  5  6 

8  11  2  0 


Emergency  Slaughter. 

During  the  year  69  animals  were  admitted  to  the  Slaughterhouse  as 
casualties  for  emergency  slaughter. 


Summary  of  other  Food  Condemned. 

The  undermentioned  food  submitted  for  examination  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  following  surrender  of  same  was  destroyed 


lbs.  of  ham 
2  geese 

116  tins  of  canned  meat 
454  tins  of  corned  beef 

1  tin  of  stew 

30  tins  of  vegetables 

2  tins  of  baked  beans 
12  tins  of  fish 

1  tin  of  tomato  chutney 


156  tins  of  fruit 
7  tinned  puddings 
2  tins  of  cream 
29  tins  of  milk 
20  tins  of  jam 
1  jar  of  peanut  butter 
4  tins  of  nescafe 
1  tin  of  bournevite 
1  tin  of  syrup 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  required  under  this  heading. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Rodent  Control  Service  continued  satisfactorily  during  the  year 
and  the  operator  is  employed  full-time  by  the  Northallerton  Urban  and 
Rural  Authorities. 

The  Council  having  accepted  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Financial  grant  scheme  under  Circular  N.S.  19  give  a  free  service  to  all 
Private  Dwellings  for  the  eradication  of  Rats  and  Mice. 

A  charge  is  made  for  any  treatment  executed  on  business  premises,  this 
consists  of  an  hourly  rate  for  the  operator’s  time  plus  the  cost  of  bait,  poisons, 
etc.,  used, 


27 


Two  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  has  again  been  made  during  the 
year  and  very  small  infestations  were  recorded. 


For  the  12  months  commencing  1st  April,  1955,  and  ending  March 
31st,  1956,  the  following  infestations  have  been  dealt  with — 


Typt 

i  of  property 

L.A. 

Premises 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Property 

Business 

Premises 

Total 

No.  of  properties  inspected  by 

the  L.A. 

8 

142 

12 

63 

225 

No.  of  visits  made  to  above 

211 

423 

29 

140 

803 

No.  of  Properties  (Major) 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

found  to  be  infested 

by  Rats  (Minor) 

3 

25 

- 

3 

31 

No.  of  Properties  found  to  be 

infested  by  mice 

— 

1 

— 

1 

9 

Li 

No.  of  Treametnts  executed  by 

L.A.  including  re-treatments  .  . 

12 

36 

1 

4 

53 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Following  the  initial  inspections  in  1954  of  the  seventeen  Public  Houses 
in  the  town,  hygienic  requirements  have  been  steadily  progressing.  These 
premises  have  been  visited  twice  during  the  year  and  it  was  noted  that  major 
works  were  in  progress  at  many  of  the  premises. 

The  work  is  mainly  in  connection  with  the  beer  cellars  ;  provision 
of  hot  and  cold  water  supplies  in  the  bars  ;  ventilation  of  bars  and  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences. 


J.  WALKER 
Printer 
Northallerton 


